
MINU'rES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF .THE CITY COUNCIL OF, 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torr,ance, cal1forn1a 
June 12, 1945 

. ~he City Council of the City of Torranoe convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Oouncil Chamber, City Hall, Torrarioe, CalifQrnia on 
Tuesday, June 12, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called ~. meeting to ord,er. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those 8ll.Swering present being 
Councilmen: ' CUcci, Gilbert, H1tchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: 
Councilmea: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hi tchoock moved that the minutes of a Regular Iteei­
iag held May 82-. 1945 and of an Ad joum ed RegulaI' Iteeting held June 
5,1945 be approved as WTitt.n. Counoilman Gilb.rtseconded the 
motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

IRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A COlIIID.1mication was read from Mrs. Evelyn R. Carr, for 
Torrance Parents' Assooiation, advising that purchase by the City 
of the block of land near the Fern Avenue School from the Loa 
Angeles City School District, the proposal having been presented 
at the May 22,1945 m.eeting, would not be in the best1ntereat8 
of community economy. 

Councilman Gilbert said that, in his op1n10n,the 01ty should 
purchase this property, and that the Recre~tion Oommission had 
also recommended the purchase, but that he felt the matter should 
be held over for further study by the Council. 

, A communication was read from Thomas E. KnIght, 228 Hollywood 
Parkway, Hollywood Riviera, requesting a number pf improvements 
as follows: ~ fire plug in front of the address named, a light 
standard on the bloc~, repairs to the street, ~nd repairs :to 
light standards on the adja,cent, streets, whioh have had globes 
and bulbs broken. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the requests be referred to 
the City Engineer for recommendation. Counoilm.an Gilbert seoonded 
the mot10n, wh10h was oarried unan1I11OWlly. 

I. oommunioa tion was read trom Mrs. 11. G. Taylor, 16~l lla'1;e , 
Avenue, requesting removal of live oak trees on Date ' Avenue, 
claiming that they are ~iaeased end spreading infection. to other 
trees and plants. 

Councilman Gilbert moved the t the re.que st be referred to the 
Park 81perintendent tor recoIlUllelldation. Councilman H1tchoook 
seconded the mot1on, which was, carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Reverend ArthurP. Pederson, 
Four-Square Church, 1207 Xl Prado, requesting that the City pave 
the sidewalk in front of the church. 

Mayor Tolson advised that this has been done for other churches, 
the request being for paving of the area between the curb and side­
walk. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the request be referred to 
the City Engineer for investigation and report to the City Counoil 
or est1mated cost. Councilman Cucci aecondedthe motion, .hlah was 
carried unanimously. 

A communicat1on was read from The Amer10an Legion,sig'ned by 
Tom Babbitt, Adjutant, Bert S. Crossland Post No. 170, flilv1sing 
that, with the Semi-Pro Baseball Tournament sOheduled for the 
summer months, large attendance being expected, oonoern is felt 



about the seating capacity at the Municipal Ball Park. The ques­
tion was asked as to whether or not the Oity plans to construct 
permanent or removable bleaohers at the park this summer. 

~ short period of discussion followed, Councilman Cucci 
cla~ing that, if the .City does plan on more seats, they should be 
permanent rather than the portable type. Councilman Powell com­
mented that, although he had attended many ball games at the park, 
he had never seen the bleachers filled to capacity, and that he did 
not feel that additional s.~ts are altogether necessary et this 
time. . 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the matter be referred to Mr. 
Dale Riley, SUperintendent of the Reoreation Department, for 
recommendation~ Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which 
was carried, Oouncilman Powell voting no. 

A communication was read from the Torrance Recreation Com­
miSSion, signed .by Mrs. F. L. Watson, Secretary, and O. M. Gilbert, 
Chairman, requesting a meeting with the Council for discussion of 
the proposed budget for the Recreat10n Department for ·the f .iscal 
year 1945~46. . 

A discussion ensued at this time relative to the entire budget, 
Olerk Bartlett advising that work has started on the budget and 
tha.t, ina short time, meetings can be scheduled for d1scussion 
of the various phases of it, lind that all departments with one or 
two exoeptions have submitted their estimates for the ensuing year. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that the request of the Recreation 
Commission be referred to the Counoil, a date to be established for 
the meeting after .ork haa progressed further on the general budget. 
Counoilman Hitohoook seconded the motion, which .as carried unani-
mously. . 

A oommunication was read trom the Civil Service Board, advis­
ing that a dinner meeting is scheduled for June 21, 1~45, being 
the Annual Meeting of the California Merit System, and recommend­
ing the t . the members of the Ci ty Counoil, the City Clerk, Depart­
ment Heads, and members of the Civil Service Board be authorized 
to attend, expenses paid. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the request be -granted. 
Councilman Cuoci seoonded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, 
Hitchoock, Powell and Tolson. HOES: COUNCILMEN: · None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None .• 

A communication was read from the Civil Service Board, ad­
vising that, after due oonsideration, and in compliance with the 
reoommendation ot 1Ir. Ward, and at the request of the City council, 
the Board had agreed to establish the following classifioations 
tor the Munioipal Bus Lines: 

(I) Bus Maintenance Foreman 
(2) Bus Mechania, Grade ~ 
(3) Bus l4echanic, Grade B 
(~) Bus Yeohanio's Helper 
(5) Oashle:r-Bookkeeper 
(6) Dispatcher -

The Board requested advice as to whether or not the council 
wishes to reque st examinations to fill these new classifications, 
in which event it will be necessary to establish salAry ratings 
for the positions. 

Councilman Cucci stated that, inasmuoh as all apPOintments to 
these various positions .111 be temporary only, salaries can be 
established upon filling of the pOSitions, and that it is not de­
sired to hold examinations for the duration of the war. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the matter be referred to 
the Bus, or 'fretnsportation . Commlttee~ for recommendation. Coun­
cl~n Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

10;) 

A. statement was presented from Qppert and Forsberg, represe.nting 
final payment for the oonstruction as per contract of Torrance Muni­
cipal Water Distriot Warehouse on Elm street, balance due being 
t2,452.25. 
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Counc1lman Hitohcock moved that the bill be authorized paid, 
and that an appropr1at10n of 12,452.25 be made for same. Oouncil­
man Powell seconded the mot10n, wh1eh wasearr1ed by the follow1ng 
roll call vote: AYES: OOUNCILMEN: Cucc1, Gilber~, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: OOUNClIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMm: 
None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1731 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNOIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, ACCEPTING 
BIDS FOR CERTAIN 'I'll DnDED UNDS 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

COURcilman Hitchcock mov$d that ResGluUon No. 1731 b$ adopted. 
Councilman Gilbert ssconded the. mot10n, Which was oarried by the 
follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII14EN: O\100i, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Nene. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson asked 1f there are any prGtests to the proposed 
construction of the 203rd Street Sewer, .Engineer Jain replying 

,that, to h1s knowledge,. there are no protests, whereupon Clerk 
Bartlett present,ed and read t1 tIe to: 

.BF.SOLUTIONNO •.. 1732 

A RESOLUTION OF THE OITY OOUNCIL OF 
. THE OITY OF TORRANCE OOODING 'l'B3. 
WORK OF IMPROVING, 205RD B'rREX'l' AND ' 
CD'l'liN OTHER 'STREETS AND RIGmS­
O:r-UY IN TRK CITY OF TORRANCE BY 
THE CONSTRUCTION AND INSTALLATION 
THEREIN OF A SANITARY SEWER SYS'l'lDl; 
AND DIREOTINGTHECITY CLERK '1'0 POST 
AND PUBLISH A NOTICE INVITING SEALED 
PROPOSALS. 

Counoilman Cucc1 moved that Resolut1on No. 1732 be adopted. 
Counc1lman Hitchcock seconded the mot10n, wh1ch was carried b7 
the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: · COUNCI~: Cuoci, Gilbert, 
Hi tohcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIUUlN:None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Olerk Bartlett presented and read t 1 Ue to: 

RESOLUTION NO.17~ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITYOOUNCIL OF THB 
CITY OF TORRANOE, CALIFORNIA, ASaEBTAIN­
ING THE PREVAILING RATE OF PER DIEM.AGES 
FOR EACH TYFEOR CRAFT OF WORKMAN NEEDED 
TO RIECUTE THE C.ONTRACT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
OJ' 203BD STREET AND CEBT liN OTHER STREETS 
.AND RIGH'l'8-0J'-i'AY IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
BY THE CONSTRUC.TION OF A S.ANITARY SRiER 
SYSTEM THERRIN. . 

Counoilman CUoci moved that Resolution NO. 1733 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the mot1on; wh1ch was oarr1edby 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI1MD: CUooi., G11bert, 
Hitohoook, Powell .and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSKN'l': 
COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1.734 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
OITY 01 TORlWlCX DIRECTING 'fRAT THE.. 
ASSESSIIEN'!FOR'fHE CONSTRUCTION OF A 
SANITARY SD'Eli SYSTliM IN 203RD S'l'REETAND 
aER'l'AIN OTHER STRER'rS .AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE BE MADE BY THE 
CITY ENGlNEER OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

COunoilman Cucoi' moved that Resolution No. 1'134 be. adopted. 
Counoilman Hi tohcock seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: 1YES: COUNCIlJrllm: CUcci, G11bert, 
Hitohoock, P01F8l~ and Tolson. NOES: ' OOUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIn.mN: None. 

. ... oOlJlllLUIlication was read from Harold A. Barnett, 01 v11 Engineer, 
offering' to perform the engineering work and to write the proceed­
~ngs and to make. the assessments in oouection with 1911 .lot pro­
jects, for the City of Torranoe,at the following rates: survey 
WQrk, 3-man pa:r-ty, $5.0.00 per day. Offioe work, and time in con-
sl,11 ta't1on, t5.00 per hour. Tota.l not to exceed l~ of the contract 
cost. (203rd street Sewer Project). 

CouncilJll&n .CUoci moved that 1Ir~ Harold A. '.Barnett be authori~ed 
to proceed w1 tll the ,work out11ned in his letter, .and at the rates 
g1ven in the letter, 1n connection with the 203r.d street sewer Pro-

. ject. COuncilman G11bert seconded the mot 10n, 1Jh1ch was oarried 
by the follOwing roll oall vote: ~S: COUNCILMEN: Cuooi, 
Gilbert, Hi tohcook, Powell ,and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMD: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCIWEN: None. 

Counoilman CUoc1 called .attention to the recent plac1ng of 
new beilches I!Lt the various bus stops, placed by DOak Aircrat't 
Company, and moved that Mr. Ward, Manager, Munioipal Bus Lines, 
be authorized .to direct a le.tter of appreoiat10n for same to the 
Doak .urcrart company ,on be:half of the COuno11 and the oi t1zens. 
Coun01lmanHItohoock seoonded the motion, Whioh was oarr1ed unan1-
mously. 

Oouno1l.ma,>n Cuoci announoed that the Bus .Department had. eatab­
lished a newreoord by taking in a total revenue ' of $l.1,65S.00dur-
ing the month of May. , 

He said that the volume of business has almost doubled, and 
that it 1s necessary to make some ohanges in personnel, whereupon 
he moved that the olassif'ication of Mrs. Edith Sm1th be changed from 
Seoretary to Bookkeeper-cashier, at a salary of 11.80.00 per month, 
being a temporary apPQintment, effeotiveMay 1, 1945, and that Mr. 
A.. E. Treloar's olassifioation be. changed from Bus Attendant, ,to 
Dispatoher, being a temporary. appointment, . effective immediately, 
wi th no change 1n salary. COunoilman Powell seoonded the motion. 

Counoilman ,G11bert asked it it lsdistinctly understood that 
the employees appointed to these positions are appointed striotly 
on a temporary basls, and that they w111 be required to take and 
pass the examinations for the, positions when they are hald after 
the war before they oan be permanently appOinted to the new classl­
fioations. Oouncilman Ouooi replied that he felt it to be generally 
understood t ,hat the employees appolnted to. these. positions tempor­
arily will be required to take the examinations when they are opened. 

, A roll call vote was taken on the motion to change theclass1-
fioations temporarily of Mrs. Ed1 th smith and Mr. A. E.. Treloar, 
Munioipal Bus. Lines, which was carried by the following roll oall 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: cuooi, G11bert, Hitcho.ook, :powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1lman Hi tchoo ok inquired regarding the ohange of 01ass1-
fioation of Mr. Treloar, asking whether or not his duties w111 be 
ohanged, Counoilman Cucci's reply being 1n the affirmative. 

, COuncilman Cuoci moved that the re-routing of the bus servioe 
between Torranoe and Walter1a, to take in Hollywood Riviera and 
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Redondo Beach, be authorized • . COuncilman Hitchcock seconded the 
mot1on, which was carried by the following roll oall vote: 4YES: 
COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, H1tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIlMEN: None. A.BSElft: COUNCILMll.N: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that an appropriation of not to exoeed 
$225.00 be made for painting and lettering Blls No. 104. Councilman 
GIlbert seconded the motIon, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: . AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Cucci, Oil.bert, Hi tchcoek, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

, CouncIlman Cuccimoved·that an appropriation of $1-n.68 be 
made for brake lining for Crown Busses, from Brake Lining Supply 
Company, for Municipal Bus Lines. Counoilman Hitohoock seconded 
the mot1on, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCIlMEN: CUCCi, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. JBSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

CounCilman Cucci moved that John Erand be employed as a Bus 
Operator, on a temporary baSis, at a salary-of l185.00 per month, 
eftectlve .Tune 11, 1945. Councilman Gilbert secondea the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN­
CIIMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, HitohQook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSEN'r: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cucci moved that Clayton R. Smith be employed ,as a 
Eus MeQhanic, Grade A, on a temporary bads, at a salary of $225.00 
per month, effective May 11, 1945, Munli c1pal Eus Lines. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, whiah was Qarried by the following roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCIlMEN: Cucci, GIlbert, Hitohoock, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIUlEN: None. !BSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

, Counoilman Cuocimoved that John G.Cox be employed as a Bus · 
Attendant, on a t~porary basis, at a salary of t190.00 par month, 
eftect1v.e June 18, 1945, Munioipal Bus Lines. CouncIlman Powell 
seconded the motion, Which was oarried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, HitohcoCk, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Cuooi moved that, in oompH.anoa wi th a recommend­
ation ot Engineer ta1n, Mr. Jain be authorized to employ a oarpenter 
and a oement man by the day to perform neeessar,( labor for the con­
struction of the Eleotrician's Garaga and Work Shop at the 'rear at 
the Polioe Station. Counoil.m&n Gilbert seconded the motion, whIch 
was carried by the following roll oall vo",e: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: 
Cucci, GIlbert, Hitohoock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. 

Coun~1lman Cuooi moved that an appropriation at $100.00, plus 
tax, be made for drip fluid for the City buildings. Councilman 
Powell seoonded the motion, Which was carrIed ~y the following roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cucoi, Gilbert, Hitchoock, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that, in complianoe with a recommend­
ation of Mr. Riley, Superintendent of Recreation, $200.00 be appro~ 
priated for oonverting the summer house at the. Municipal Park into 
a reoreatlon office. Counollman Hitohcock seoonded the motion, 
whioh was carried by the follOwing roll oall Tote: AIRS: COUN­
CIIMEN: Cucoi, Gilbert, Hitohcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that, In oompliance with a request 
ot Fred Blake, Park Superintendent, Mr. John King be employed at 
a salary of $190.00 per month, as a Park Department Employee, on 
a temporary basis, effective July 1,1945, to complete the personnel 
of the Park Department for the 1945-46 fiscal year. Councilman 
Cuoci seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the tollowing roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Cuoci, Gilbert, Hitohoock, Powell 
and 'raIson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



Counoilman CUooi mOTed that-the motion made several meetings 
back to grant Councilman C. M. Gilbert a Military leave ot absenoe 
be resoinded. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mayor~olson moved that an appropriation ot $174.00 be made 
tor payment to Harold A. Barnett tor engineering services tor the 
month ot Mayan the 203rd Street Sawer Assessment District. COun­
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the tol­
lowing roll call vote: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Cucci, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSEN'f: 
COUNCILMEN: None. -

Mayor 'rolson moved that an appropriation of $544.78 be made 
tor 36 meters tor Municipal water Distriot No.1. Counoilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the tollowing 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: CUcci, Gilbert, Hitchcook, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNOILMl!X: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

Ma~r Tolson moved that ' a transter ot tunds at $60,000.00 
be made tram the General Fund ot the City to the General FUnd ot 
Munioipal water District No. 1 to repay a loan. Councilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was oarried by the tollowing 
roll call vote: AYES: , COUNCIn4l!N; CUoci, Gilbert, Hi tohco:ck, 
Powell and 'rolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: None. 

Counoilman Cuoci asked Attorney Mocall whether or not the 
City ot ~rance can be held liable in any way tor operation at 
Torrance busses over the portion ot Vermont Avenue lying in the 
City ot Gardena, sinoe the agreement with the City ot Gardena 
relative to this matter has expired. 

Attorney McCall said he could think ot no reason why the 
Ci ty would be liable. ' 

Attorney McCall was authorized to investigate this matter 
and report at the next meet1ng. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Joel Hagberg ot lalteria expressed appreoiation, on behalf 
ot the Walteria Civio Organization, tor the reoent installation ot 
traftio signals at the intersection ot Hawthorne ""venue and Pacitic 
Coast Highway, adding that muoh impro vemen t in the tratti c s1 tua­
tion has already been evidenced. 

Councilman Hitch,oock moved all bills properly aud i ted be paid. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motiCll, which was oarried by .the 
tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIlJ4EN: CUCCi, Gilbert, 
Hi tchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: CClUNCIUdEN: None. ' ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:45 P.M., upon moti ori of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded 
by Counoilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned • 

.lTTEST: 
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